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Characteristics of a 21st-Century Teacher: Part 2
Last week I talked about how 
technological advances have cre-
ated a necessity to change the 
way we teach in the 21st-Century. 
Students can learn in so many dif-
ferent ways then we could have 
imagined. Because students in the 
21st-Century learn differently, we 
must teach differently. 

Below are additional character-
istics of a 21st-Century teacher 
that can be added to the list we 
looked at last Sunday:

Use Twitter Chat. Participating in 
Twitter chat is the cheapest and 
most efficient way to organize 
one’s own PD, share research and 
ideas, and stay current with issues 
and updates in the field. We can 
grow professionally and expand 

our knowledge as there is a great 
conversation happening every day. 
Going to conferences is no longer 
the only way to meet others and 
build professional learning net-
works.

Connect. Connect with like-
minded individuals. Again, today’s 
tools allow us to connect anyone, 

anywhere, anytime. Have a ques-
tion for an expert or colleague? 
Simply connect via social media: 
follow, join, ask, or tell!

Project-Based Learning. As today’s 
students have access to authen-
tic resources on the web, experts 
anywhere in the world, and 
peers learning the same subject 
somewhere else, teaching with 
textbooks is very “20th-century” 
(when the previously listed op-
tions were not available). Stu-
dents should develop their own 
driving questions, conduct their 
research, contact experts, and 
create final projects to share. All 
they need from their teacher is 
guidance!
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SMS Student Spotlight
Congratulations to 
this talented group 
of SMS students 
who earned first 
place in the quick 
recall division of the 
Governor’s Cup Com-
petition held at SMS 
on Saturday, January 
20th. Our SMS team 
was undefeated for 
the day competing 
against area schools.  
Individual scores 
included:  Written 
tests - Andrew Johnson 1st in Math; Owen Manning 4th in Math 
and 5th Science; Logan Thompson 5th in Social Studies; Ashley 
Miller 3rd in Lang. Arts; and Logan Smalley 2nd in Arts and Hu-
manities.  A big congrats to these students for being #FCSBold as 
they advance to the regional competition. 

“Innovation distinguishes between a 
leader and a follower..”

-Steve Jobs

MONDAY

Admin Team Meeting @ 8:45

Fast Pass Writing

The SMS library is selling 
customized vinyl decals and the 
students are loving them! With over 
50 designs and colors to choose 
from, the students are having a 
blast using their creativity to make 
their own.. Stop by the library to 
place your oder soon!!!

WEDNESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

Faculty Meeting 3:30 in the 
Library

Beta Club State Convention

Basketball vs Elliott Co.

THURSDAY

PLC Day (7th Grade Data and 
Long Range Plan Discus-
sions)

Fast Pass Writing

Beta Club State Convention

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

As you will note on the calendar, our PLCs will meet on 
Thursday this week. For this meeting, 7th grade teach-
ers will discuss their most recent data, and we will do 
a long-range plan review. In preparation for that please 
bring a copy of your completed and up to date long 
range plan with you. You need to spend some time to-
gether before Thursday updating your LRP based on the 
time we have missed at the start of the second semes-
ter. Be prepared to discuss progress as well as plans for 
the remainder of the year to maximize in class and out 
of class time in order to ensure students master all re-
quired standards. For your convenience, I have updated 
the long-range plan to reflect the days we have missed 
for snow as well as the current last day of school and 
KPREP testing window. As you know that can change 
depending on future missed days due to weather or 
sickness.

At the end of last school year, we began a discussion 
around creating the ideal learning experience for our 
students. That topic has been the focus of the work that 

Staff Reminders
is taking place on the innovation team. At this week’s faculty meeting we 
will revisit this as a faculty. I will give you an update on the work that 
has been done so far and how SMS is leading this initiative throughout 
the district. We will also complete an activity together that will contrib-
ute to our work. I will also share some next steps with you and explain 
how this will effect students and the expectations we have for them 
as they progress from one grade to the next. I am extremely passion-
ate about what we are doing and am excited to discuss it with you on 
Wednesday.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call.
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Mrs. Brenda Harn in an 8th Grade English Language Arts Teacher and 
Drama Coach at Simons Middle School.  Mrs. Harn and her Husband 
Steve live in Flemingsburg, where they have raised their two children 
Bradley and Kristen.  Bradley and Kristen both live in Flemingsburg 
and work at Bradley’s Law Office. Mrs. Harn is originally from Fleming 
County and is a graduate of Fleming County High School, this is her 
25th year teaching and all of those years have been at Simons Middle 
School.  Mrs. Harn enjoys reading, shopping, and spending time with her 
new Granddaughter Alexa Nicole Hardin.  Besides being an integral part 
of what we do at SMS, Mrs. Harn also is very instructionally sound and 
pushes students to succeed through 8th Grade’s rigorous Language Arts 
content.  Students at Simons Middle School respect Mrs. Harn and ap-
preciate the extra work that she puts in to the Drama Program at SMS.  
Thank you, Mrs. Harn, for all that you do for the students at SMS! You 
are #FCSBold!!!
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FRIDAY

Break Day

Beta Club State Convention

ARC Chair Training @1:00 at 
the Central Office

Saturday

4-H Skill-athon

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

Build Your Positive Digital 
Footprint. It might sound obvi-
ous, but teachers should model 
how to appropriately use social 
media, how to produce and pub-
lish valuable content, and how 
to create sharable resources. 
Even though it’s true that teach-
ers are people, and they want to 
use social media and post their 
pictures and thoughts, we can-
not ask our students not to do 
inappropriate things online if 
we ourselves do it. Maintaining 
professional behavior both in 
class and online will help build 
positive digital footprint and 
model appropriate actions for 
students.

Code. While this one might 

sound complicated, coding is 
nothing but today’s literacy. As 
a pencil or pen were “the tools” 
of the 20th-century, today’s 
teacher must be able to operate 
with today’s pen and pencil, i.e., 
computers. Coding is very in-
teresting to learn -- the feeling 
of writing a page with HTML is 
amazing! Even though I have 
ways to go, just like in every 
other field, a step at a time can 
take go a long way.

Innovate. I invite you to expand 
your teaching toolbox and try 
new ways you have not tried 
before, such as teaching with 
social media or replacing text-
books with web resources. Not 
for the sake of tools but for the 

sake of students! Think about 
using TED talks and activities 
based on those videos. Your 
students will love it! Use Fa-
cebook for class discussions 
and announcements. Students 
appreciate novelty -- not the 
new tools, but the new, more 
productive and interesting ways 
of using them.

Keep Learning. As new ways 
and new technology keep 
emerging, learning and adapt-
ing is essential. The good news 
is: it’s fun, and even 20 min a 
day will take you a long way!
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